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This presentation is about an institutionalised model of

Community Engaged Learning in the UK, with a strong co-

design and inclusive approach.

• What is the Community Engaged Learning Service at UCL?

• How do we define Community Engaged Learning at UCL? 

• How do we ensure that Community Engaged Learning is 

inclusive at UCL?



University College London

•A research-intensive university
(Russell Group University)

•11 Faculties

•Over 43,000 students

•8th best in the QS World
University Rankings for 2021

(UCL Statistics 2021)





The Connected Curriculum Framework 

Connected Curriculum Framework

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/teaching-learning/research-based-education/3-students-make-connections-across-subjects-and-out-world/community-engaged
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/teaching-learning/connected-curriculum-framework-research-based-education


• Cross-institutional

Service

• Co-design approach

• Increase CEL 

opportunities in T&L and 

positive social impact 

• Celebrate existing CEL 

practice

• Empower students, 

academics and 

communities to work 

together in equal 

partnership [Training, funding, 

mentoring, partnership projects, 

career progression advice, 

celebration]The Community Engaged Learning Service 

The Community Engaged Learning Service

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/teaching-learning/research-based-education/3-students-make-connections-across-subjects-and-out-world/community-engaged


Community Engaged Learning & Pedagogy 

• What pedagogical framing should we use? 

• What is Community Engaged Learning, anyway?

Inclusive Approach

At UCL, we use the framing “Community Engaged Learning” without
wishing to exclude any other pedagogical approaches that involve
collaborating with external partners as a way to enhance student
experience.

Community Engaged Learning marries community engagement
scholarship with pedagogical theories and tools.



UCL’s Community Engaged Learning approach draws on:
Experiential learning

Service learning

Authentic learning

Community-Based Research (CBR)

Public engagement

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)

Civic engagement

Place-based learning

Work-based learning

Glocal Pedagogy

Participatory Action Research (PAR)

Citizen Science



Community Engaged Learning (CEL) is a
form of experiential learning where students
collaborate with external partners to
address real-world challenges as part of
their assignments.

It involves developing mutually beneficial

partnerships into teaching between faculty,

students and external partners.

An external or community partner is any

partner outside the university you want to

involve in your teaching curriculum.



The Community Engaged Learning Benchmark 



Inside the Classroom Outside the Classroom 

Case studies from the community Community-Based Consultancy projects

Authentic or “real-world” activities in the 

classroom (Problem-Based Learning 

and Project-Based Learning) 

Community-Based Research projects

Community Guest lecturer(s) or fellow(s) Community-Based Design Thinking projects

Scenario-Based Learning Placements 

Authentic Assessment

Five Steps to developing a Community Engaged Learning project, module or programme

Examples of Teaching and Learning Activities

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/teaching-learning/publications/2019/nov/five-steps-developing-community-engaged-learning-programme-module-or-project


The principles of Community Engaged Learning at UCL are:

• Transparency

• Mutual Benefit

• Clear Expectations

• Communication and Feedback

• Openness to Learning



Community Engaged Learning & Inclusivity



“We believe that CEL could enhance 

student teaching as generally race is 

brushed off as a topic in certain 

modules as opposed to a salient and 

lived in identity. We also think that an 

external community member who is 

Black or well experienced will allow for 

a more open discussion as they will 

not rely on Black student to be the 

‘expert’”.

“Including different scholarly work and 

publications from different traditions 

and multiple worldviews might enrich 

the knowledge and expertise of 

students. It is also beneficial for 

students researching different topics 

and contexts to interact with local and 

indigenous sources and approaches to 

be able to understand their research 

subjects rather than use merely 

Western frameworks that might not be 

always effective.”

“Currently, the environment as a 

mature student does not feel 

welcoming…many mature 

students refrain from sharing 

their experiences and disengage 

with their modules. A way to 

improve this would be allowing 

mature students to engage with a 

wide range of communities and 

stakeholders”. 





Marie Xypaki 
Marie.Xypaki@ucl.ac.uk

@Mxypaki

Thank you 


